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Staff, Notes, Pitches: 
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WHOLE STEPS, HALF STEPS, ENHARMONIC TONES 
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Accidentals: 

b  – lowers the note one half step    (flat) 

bb  - lowers the note two half steps    (double flat) 

      - cancels out the previous marking of # or b     (natural) 

#    - raises the note one half step      (sharp) 

X   - raises the note two half steps      (double sharp) 

 

Hierarchy of Notes: 
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Dynamic Markings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tempo Markings: 
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Scales, Tonality, Key Signatures: 

Scale -  any set of musical notes ordered by fundamental frequency or pitch (using their alphabet names). A 

scale ordered by increasing pitch is an ascending scale, and a scale ordered by decreasing pitch is a descending 

scale. Some scales contain different pitches when ascending than when descending. 

Tonality – a system that arranges pitches or chords to induce a hierarchy of perceived relations, stabilities, 

and attractions. The pitch or triadic chord with the greatest stability is called the tonic. The tonic is the tone of 

complete relaxation. The root of the tonic chord is considered to be the key of a piece or song. 

Key - a group of pitches, or scale upon which a music composition is created (usually in Major or Minor mode 

in the tonal system) in classical, Western art, and Western pop music. 

Mode – a specific group of pitches built on a series of whole steps, half steps or combination of the two with 

a central pitch or tone 

Major Scale:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural or Pure Minor:    
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Harmonic Minor:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melodic Minor:      
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Circle of Fifths:  
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LISTENING – Interval Recognition 

 
Interval             Ascending                                               Descending 


